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We e\rentuaﬂy learn that Spark
travels Europe in a couple of

- rundown buses, doling out

methadone to-the addicts it
adopts and creepily urging its
memhersm‘Spukftup .
_The trip starts in Berlin —

ognize given the ar-

get to know him until the film
A nately, a viewer's

tience with Mouth to Mouth pays

off as it unfolds into a gripping
and painful story of mind con-
trol and forced conformity. Har-
ry represents the dangerous cult
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lievable, and so there are times

- when our _a.twntion ‘vya.nders

a wis-
' dom that you'd think would have
~prevented her character from
gettins sucked into 'the whole
" mess in the first
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not all, of the film shirtless — is

‘more credible as a man capable
~ of developing a devoted follow-

ing despite (or perhaps because

of ) a sadistic streak.

_ And then we are charmed by
rting cast. Thetroubles

tor Alison Murray
makes excellent use of the natur-
al environments to underscore
her message that what looks like
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utopia from afar may be a hellish
prison up close. Hence Spark’s
gorgeous rural retreat as a place
of incessant insects and grape
vines that bloody the hands of
those who must cut them.

The film is ultimately success-
ful in its quest to expose the im-
possibility of a perfect world.
That may sound depressing, but
Mouth to Mouth manages to
make the epiphany an affirma-
tion of freedom, as gratifying as
itis sad. *k ¥
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